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Part I 
Item No: 0 

 
WELWYN HATFIELD COUNCIL 
ALCOHOL AND REGULATED ENTERTAINMENT SUB-COMMITTEE – 15 JULY 2021 
REPORT OF THE LICENSING OFFICER 

Welwyn  

REPORT TO LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE 
 

APPLICATION FOR A NEW PREMISES LICENCE FOR THE FIELD ORDINANCE 
SURVEY GRID MAP REFERENCE TL292019 NORTH ROAD WEST NORTHAW. 
 

 

1 Summary of the Review  

Premises Licence Holder(s) 

 

Address of Premises 

The Field, 
Ordinance Survey ref TL292019 
North Road West  
Northaw 

 

This report contains an application for a new premises licence under Section 17 of the 
Licensing Act 2003 for holding music festivals. This premises is a field locally known as 
Park Farm which is located adjacent to Northaw Road West Northaw and borders 
Colesdale Farm which also has a Premises licence for music festivals. This application 
was received by Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council Licensing Department on the 24th of 
May 2021. The applicant in line with legislation displayed Blue Notices at the Premises 
on the 26th march 2021, advertised the application in the Welwyn Hatfield Times on the 
2nd of June 2021, the Public register was updated and placed on the councils website 
and all the Responsible Authorities, Parish councils and councillors were notified  
 
The application details are as follows: 

1. To allow summer festivals with permitted hours of 0900hrs to 2200hrs Saturday 
and Sunday only for the playing of recorded music, performance of music, 
performance of dance and the sale of alcohol and anything else similar. 
 

 A copy of this Premises licence application together with proposed premises plan and 
proposed list of conditions are shown in PART 2 appendix A. 
 
This Licence Hearing is as a result of the Licensing Authority receiving 127 formal 
written relevant representations against the proposed application within the 28 day 
consultation period The representations against are made up of 107 residents who live 
within Cuffley Northaw 9 representations are from persons who live in neighbouring 
areas and 8 representations are from persons who live outside of the county.The other 
3 representations are from Environmental Health and Hertfordshire Constabulary and 
the Northaw and Cuffley parish Council.The representations against have been 
submitted under the Licensing Act 2003 on the statutory grounds of:    

 Prevention of public nuisance  
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 Prevention of Crime and Disorder 

 Public Safety 

 Protection of children from harm 

Part 2 Appendix B Proposed Traffic Strategy Plan  
Part 2 Appendix C Written representations from local residents and Parish Council and 

Environmental Health and Police against the application. 
Part 2 Appendix D Generated Map showing the location of The proposed premises and 

the location of all the addresses of persons who have submitted representations  
Part 2 Appendix E Sound Management Strategy Plan 
Part 2 Appendix F Crime and Disorder plan 
Part 2 Appendix G List of Reps names and linked licensing objectives 
 
 

2 Details of Representations Received 

127 formal written relevant representations have been submitted against the 
application on grounds of Preventing Public Nuisance Preventing Crime and 
Disorder public safety and Protection of children from harm .These 
representations have been judged as relevant and have therefore been brought 
to the Licensing Sub Committee to be determined. The representations are within 
Appendix C  

Most of the representations relate to preventing nuisance to the public primarily 
by noise and Anti Social Behaviour and also Public safety linked to traffic issues 
and high volumes of people attending events. Representations also relate to 
preventing crime and disorder namely drug use and drunken behaviour. A small 
amount of the representations are on grounds of protecting children from harm  

Some representations mention previous historic issues of public nuisance and 
crime and disorder and traffic safety issues relating to music festivals that have 
taken place at the neighbouring premises of Colesdale Farm. 

 

2.1 Unresolved Representation Concerns 

None of the concerns raised within the representations have been resolved  

Any evidence and decision must relate to the premises licence application and 
not to other matters such as planning, parking problems as these are not relevant 
under the four licensing objectives. These are separate regimes and regulations 
which have no bearing on the premises licence and cannot be taken into 
consideration at this hearing. 

The committee is obliged to determine this application for a new premises 
licence. In determining the application the sub -committee must take account of 
the council’s duty to promote the statutory licensing objectives namely: 

A) The prevention of Crime and Disorder 
B) Public Safety 
C) The Prevention of Public Nuisance 
D) The Protection of children from harm. 
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           Section 35 (3) of the Licensing Act 2003 states that where relevant  
           Representations are made in respect of a new premises licence application  
           The authority must take such steps as it considers necessary for the  
           Promotion of the Licensing objectives. These steps are 
        

1. To modify the conditions of the proposed licence 
2. To reject the whole or part of the application. 
 
The conditions of the proposed licence are modified if any of them are altered or 
omitted or any new condition is added. 
 
Relevant representations means representations which: 
1. Are about the likely effect of the grant of the application on the promotion of 

the licensing objectives and are not in the opinion of the relevant licensing 
authority, frivolous or vexatious. 

 

3 Licensing Policy 

(2.10) The legislation also supports a number of other key aims and purposes. 
These are vitally important and should be principal aims for everyone involved in 
licensing work. They include 

 protecting the public and local residents from crime, anti-social behaviour 
and noise nuisance caused by irresponsible licensed premises; 

 giving the police and licensing authorities the powers they need to 
effectively manage and police the night- time economy and take action 
against those premises that are causing problems; 

 recognising the important role which pubs and other licensed premises 
play in our local communities by minimising the regulatory burden on 
business, encouraging innovation and supporting responsible premises; 

 providing a regulatory framework for alcohol which reflects the needs of 
local communities and empowers local authorities to make and enforce 
decisions about the most appropriate licensing strategies for their local 
area; and 

 encouraging greater community involvement in licensing decisions and 
giving local residents the opportunity to have their say regarding licensing 
decisions that may affect them.      
         

 (5.4) Conditions will only be attached to premises licences or club premises 
certificates where they are reasonable, proportionate, enforceable and relevant 
to the premises.  They should focus on matters within the control of the individual 
licence holder or premises user (for temporary event notices).  Conditions will be 
tailored to the type of operation and specific characteristics of the individual 
premises.   

 
  (5.6) Any conditions should be: 

 clear  

 enforceable  

 evidenced 

 proportionate  

 relevant 
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 be expressed in plain language capable of being understood by 
those  expected to comply with them. 

 (5.11)  The Act requires that any conditions attached to licences must be specific          
to individual premises and tailored to the characteristics and style of the 
licensable activities rather than applying a set of standardised conditions to all.  
The Council will therefore always ensure that conditions are individually selected 
and appropriately tailored. In some cases conditions may be drawn from pools of 
conditions set out in the Guidance issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act 
2003.  

 (9.6) The Sub-Committee will determine each case on its individual merits whilst 
taking into consideration the terms of this Policy document.  Where the Sub- 
Committee determines that it is appropriate to attach conditions to the 
licence/certificate it will ensure that those conditions are focused on the direct 
impact of the activities taking place at the premises concerned on members of 
the public in the area concerned.  Such conditions will be proportionate to the 
activity to be controlled and will only be imposed in the interests of the licensing 
objectives. 

 (24.1)  The Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 amended the 
Licensing Act 2003 to mean that any person may make a representation about a 
premises licence or club premises certificate application.  They no longer need to 
establish that they live or work near to the premises.  The representation must, 
however, be relevant to at least one of the licensing objective and must not be 
frivolous or vexatious.   

 (24.2)  In making a decision as to what weight to attach to a relevant 
representation, we may consider whether the individual is likely to be directly 
affected by disorder or disturbance occurring or potentially occurring on those 
premises or immediately outside the premises.  In other words, it is the impact of 
issues relating to the four licensing objectives that is the key consideration.  
However, each representation will be judged on its own merit. 

 

            Recommendation 

3.1 The committee must have regard to the variation application and representations 
made and the evidence it hears. The committee is therefore asked to determine 
the variation application 

6 Appendices 

 
a. Premises Licence Application and proposed plans and conditions 
b. Proposed Traffic Strategy Plan 
c. Written relevant representations against the new application 
d. Map showing location of premises and addresses of residents objecting 

and supporting the application 
e. Sound management strategy plan 
f. Crime and disorder plan 

 

James Moatt Licensing Technical Officer 
Date – 29/6/2021 


